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"The Falling Man"


The “Falling Man” is a single photo of a man falling to his death during the 

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks upon the World Trade Center buildings in New York City, New York. The photo clearly shows a man, in the midst of his plight, falling, with both World Trade Center Towers in the background of the photo. Much has been debated as to whether this photo, as telling as it is, should have been published or not. The photo should have been published in its true form (THESIS STATEMENT). Some of the important considerations for allowing the photo to be published would be the right of free speech, as an illustration of historical value, and as an illustration depicting the truth of the event. (LEAST TO MOST IMPORTANT)


In regards to the right of free speech, photos of this nature, although graphic, tragic, and one that would surely elicit emotional responses is still appropriate in order to convey this event to others. Without any words written or spoken, we can determine what is happening. We can develop our own interpretations of the event and discuss with others the importance and consequences of what has taken place. This photo is a document of a public event, although very tragic, and the public has a right to access such information and determine their individual responses.


In regards to this photo’s historical value, it is necessary to publish a photo of this nature to record and confirm the event.  Although this tragedy is likely the most photographed 
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attack ever recorded, at least from a western perspective, not only by photographers but on live television while many of the events were actually happening.  This particular photo confirms the 

seriousness and the dilemma of those trapped within the buildings and what they may possibly have been experiencing. Without other options available to them, whether they accidentally fell, jumped, or were thrown out of the buildings, historically we can confirm people fell from the buildings.


In regards to this photo’s depiction of the truth of the event, this photo and others have likely been examined and evaluated many times by many individuals to confirm it is authentic. Not being a photographic expert I can only assume a photo such as this could have been altered to create a sensational forgery, but these events were witnessed and recorded by many thousands of people, and the likelihood of this photo not being genuine would be very minimal. As one part of the many collective historical photos and film of the day, this photo can convey many “truths” to different people as they may evaluate what was happening. We can determine the truth of the perils of those within the buildings, the seriousness of the attack, the resolve of those who performed the attack, and that individuals in the U.S. are vulnerable to such attacks. The old adage “a picture is worth a thousand words” is true in this instance. We can view a truth of this tragedy.


In conclusion, this photo should have been published (THESIS STATEMENT) to preserve the right of free speech, act as an historical document, and convey of the truth of the events. These three tenets of historicity and society outweigh alternate considerations to not allow the photo to be published. While the privacy of the individual and the concern for the individual’s family should be considered, this photo is an integral part of a monumental event that has affected all of us (REFUTATION). Ultimately, this photo directs us towards a better understanding of the 911 tragedy.     
